
  

 
 

Articles 23 and 45, introduced by the Law amending the Basic  
  Law of 21 December 1992 

 
Article 23 

 
(1) With a view to establishing a united Europe the Federal Republic of Germany shall 
participate in the development of the European Union, which is committed to democratic, 
rule-of-law, social and federal principles as weil as the principle of subsidiarity, and ensures 
protection of basic rights comparabie in substance to that afforded by this Basic Law. To this 
end the Federation may transfer sovereign powers by law with the consent of the Bundesrat. 
The establishment of the European Union as well as amendments to its statutory foundations 
and comparable regulations which amend or supplement the content of this Basic Law or 
make such amendments or supplements possible shall be subject to the provisions of 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of Article 79. 
 
(2) The Bundestag and, through the Bundesrat, the Länder shall participate in matters 
concerning the European Union. The Federal Government shall inform the Bundestag and the 
Bundesrat comprehensively and as quickly as possible. 
 
(3) The Federal Government shall give the Bundestag the opportunity to state is opinion 
before participating in the legislative process of the European Union. The Federal 
Government shall take the opinion of the Bundestag into account in the negotiations. Details 
shall be the subject of a law. 
 
(4) The Bundesrat shall be involved in the decision-making process of the Federation in 
so far as it would have to participate in a corresponding internal measure or in so far as the 
Länder would be internally responsible. 
 
(5) Where in an area in which the Federation has exclusive legislative jurisdiction the 
interests of the Länder are affected or where in other respects the Federation has the right to 
legislate, the Federal Government shall take into account the opinion of the Bundesrat. Where 
essentially the legislative powers of the Länder, the establishment of their authorities or their 
administrative procedures are affected, the opinion of the Bundesrat shall in this respect 
prevail in the decision-making process of the Federation; in this connection the responsibility 
of the Federation for the country as a whole shall be maintained. In matters which may lead to 
expenditure increases or revenue cuts for the Federation, the approval of the Federal 
Government shall be necessary. 



  

 
(6) Where essentially the exclusive legislative jurisdiction of the Länder is affected the 
exercise of the rights of the Federal Republic of Germany as a member state of the European 
Union shall be transferred by the Federation to a representative of the Länder designated by 
the Bundesrat. Those rights shall be exercised with the participation of and in agreement with 
the Federal Government; in this connection the responsibility of the Federation for the country 
as a whole shall be maintained. 
 
(7) Details regarding paragraphs (4) to (6) shall be the subject of a law which shall require 
the consent of the Bundesrat. 
 

Article 45 
 

The Bundestag shall appoint a Committee on the Affairs of the European Union. lt may 
empower the Committee to exercise the Bundestag's rights in relation to the Federal 
Government in accordance with Article 23. 




