
 

 Programme Fifth Regional Forum of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat for Europe 
 

The UN Habitat Agenda: challenges for sustainable urbanisation 
Achievements and challenges after 10 years fighting urban poverty; the role of parliamentarians and other stakeholders 

 

Friday 12th of May 2006 
 

Opening session of the Fifth Regional Forum of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat for Europe 
 
13:30 Welcome by Mr. J. ten Hoopen, vice chair of the Dutch Parliament  
13:35 Welcome by Ms. Joanneke Kruijsen, hosting parliamentarian of the Dutch Parliament and member of the European 

Presidium of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat; chair of the afternoon programme 
13:40 Opening remarks by Mr. Peter Götz, president of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat (GPH) for Europe on the 

activities within the European Group 
13:50 Introduction: UN Habitat by Mr. Paul Taylor, Director UN-HABITAT Liaison Office to the European Union and Belgium 

on the achievements after 10 years UN Habitat Agenda  
14:10 Introduction: Global Parliamentarians on Habitat by Mr. Ernesto Gil Elorduy, president of the Global Parliamentarians 

on Habitat on the activities within the Global Group 
14:20 Introduction: Implementing the Habitat Agenda by Mr. Schmidt-Eichstaedt, Prof. Technical University of Berlin and 

director of ‘Baurecht und Planung’ on the international comparison of Habitat legislation in Europe 
14:40 Introduction: The Dutch situation by Mrs. Sybilla Dekker, Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and Environment on the 

Dutch activities both at the European as well as the global level 
15:00 Key-note speech: the challenges of the Habitat Agenda and the Millennium Development Goals by Mr. J.W. van der 

Sluijs, chairman Dutch Habitat Platform and mayor of Municipality of Maarssen  
15.30 Closure of the plenary session, invitation to the exhibition and the photo-moment by Ms. Joanneke Kruijsen  
 Break 
 

Parallel workshops: implementing the Habitat Agenda 
More details on the workshops on the other side. 

 
16:30 Start of Workshop III. Have an income 
16:30 Start of the Workshops I. Be involved and II. Live sustainably 
19:00 Closing of the first day  
19:00 Aperitif with live music by the Gianni Lincan Kwartet  
20:00 Dinner 
 

Saturday, 13th of May, 2006 
 

Plenary session: feedback on the workshops and the The Hague declaration 
 

10:00 Opening of the plenary session by Ms. Joanneke Kruijsen 
10.05 Feedback workshops, chaired by Mrs. Anneke Assen: each of the 6 parallel workshops gives a short presentation of 5 

minutes on the outcomes of the workshops and the three recommendations for the The Hague Declaration  
10:45 Discussion on the outcomes of the workshops, chair Mrs. Anneke Assen 
11:45 Short Break and performance by the Theatre Embassy 
12:00 The Hague Declaration presentation of and discussion on the declaration chaired by Mr. Peter Götz 
12:40 Closing of the working conference by Mr. Peter Götz 
13:00 End of the conference 

Lunch  
 Optional: visit to the Royal Picture Gallery Mauritshuis (www.mauritshuis.nl)



 

 

Overview of the workshops 
 

Three parallel workshops on the challenges for the future, exchange of good practices and discussion  
leading towards commitments for the The Hague Declaration. 

 

Focus of subgroup II A
Eastern Europe 

Chair: Theo Brinkel 
(Dutch MP) 

Sec.: Laurette v. Halen
 

Introductions by: 
Pim Vermeulen 

(BNG) 
Erik Beijer (DIGH) 

Focus of subgroup II B 
Developing Countries

Chair: Anneke Assen  
(former Dutch MP) 
Secr.: Theo van Toor 

 
Introduction by: 

Peter Gijs van Enk 
(Intervolve) 

 

Focus of subgroup I A 
Eastern Europe 

Chair: Godelieve van 
Heteren (Dutch MP) 
Secr.: Leon van Schie 

 
Introductions by: 

Peter Jorna (Forum) 
Ruus Dijksterhuis 

(Spolu) 

Focus of subgroup I B 
Developing Countries

Chair: Thea Fierens  
(Dutch MP) 

Secr.: Annemieke Fischer
 

Introduction by: 
Leila Rispens-Noel 

(COS Rijnmond) 
 

Focus of subgroup III A 
Eastern Europe 

Chair: Jelleke Veenendaal 
(Dutch MP) 

Secr.: Mark v.d. Leeden 
 

Introduction by: 
Eric Berman (Agora 

Central Europe) 
 

Focus of subgroup III B 
Developing Countries 

Chair: Peter Meijer 
(Dutch MP) 

Secr: Bart Olde Agterhuis 
 

Introduction by: 
Luc Boerboom (ITC) 

 
 

 
workshop II 

 

Live sustainably  
Chair: Theo Brinkel (Dutch MP) 

Intro. by Ron Spreekmeester (Habitat Platform) 
 

Affordable housing, water, sanitation, CO2-reduction, 
energy saving, waste & recycling 

 
workshop I 

 

Be involved 
Chair: Godelieve van Heteren (Dutch MP) 

Introduction by Chris Veldhuysen (Forum) 
 

Citizens participation and citizens rights, street 
children, woman other special target groups 

 
workshop III 

 

Have an income  
Chair: Peter Meijer (Dutch MP) 

Introduction by Lilianne Ploumen (Cordaid) 
 

Urban economic development, entrepreneurship, job 
opportunities and secure income 


